











School chief,
citing tax peril,
urges Fort Ann
to keep Shelving
Rock Road open

By Gordon Woodworth
Chronicle News Editor

Fort Ann School Superintendent Mau-
reen VanBuren, in a letter to Town Super-
visor Gayle Hall, urged the Town Board to
keep Shelving Rock Road open. She said
the school district couldn’t absorb the loss
of tax revenue if property owners living at
the end of the road were to win their as-
sessment challenge.

After the Town Board on May 9 voted
4-1 to “cease and desist” maintaining the
road, the attorney for seven property own-
ers there filed tax grievances for most of
his clients. Citing the planned road clos-
ing, they sought a 40% reduction in their
combined $10-million assessment.

On May 25, the Town Board rescinded
its resolution, but Mrs. Hall said closing the
road “is not off the table, but we need to do
SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review)
and other things before we abandon it.”

The school chief Mrs. VanBuren wrote
in her letter to the town board, “Recently,
we completed a very painful budget process
that has resulted in drastic spending reduc-
tions and, the most painfully, the elimina-
tion of teachers, staff and programs.

“It concerns us that the Town Board’s
decision to no longer maintain Shelving
Rock Road could lead to a reduction in the
assessed valuation of a number of proper-
ties, as this would result in lower school
tax revenue at a time when maintaining
revenue is so critical to our school district.

“By my calculations, from the properties
identified in the article that appeared in
the Chronicle on May 26, 2011, we realize,
on an annual basis, school tax revenue in
the amount of $166,537.02.

“A reduction in 40% of the assessed

valuations of those properties would likely
result in further cuts to programs at our
school system.

“...While in the past, the School District
has found a way to absorb reductions in
assessments, we simply cannot absorb the
loss of revenue from a reduction of 40% or
anywhere near 40% in the assessed valua-
tion of those properties.”

Contacted by The Chronicle for com-
ment, Mrs. VanBuren said the district
could lose more than $66,000 in revenue if
the assessment challenges are successful.

She said, “We strongly encourage the
Town Board to reconsider its decision to no
longer maintain Shelving Rock Road and to
explore possible alternatives. In reconsid-
ering, we ask that the Town Board consider
the collateral impact that the decision will

likely have upon the School District.”

Mrs. Hall had not returned a call seek-
ing comment by press time.

Shelving Rock Road is a 3.4-mile link to
popular hiking spots like Shelving Rock,
Log Bay and parts of the former Knapp es-
tate on the east shore of Lake George.

Supervisor Mrs. Hall said maintaining
the road, which is 18 feet wide and even
more narrow in spots, poses a “severe safe-
ty issue,” especially during winter months.

Land owners’ lawyer:
Why town can’t aban-
don Shelving Rock Road

Attorney Jacob Lamme of the Albany law

firm McNamee, Lochner, Titus & Williams
sent a letter to Fort Ann Town Supervisor
Gayle Hall citing several court cases he
says illustrate that “the Town cannot cease
maintaining Shelving Rock Road simply
because it believes it can save money.”

Mrs. Hall has indicated the town still in-
tends to end maintenance of the road.

“There are certain steps that by New
York State law we have to take...and some
things we need to do, so we figured we
would rescind it and start from the begin-
ning,” she told The Chronicle.

Mr. Lamme represents the Knapp, Sp-
role, Lamando, Simon, Whalen, Willner
and Walkup families — who live at the end
of Shelving Road Road, on the east shore of
Lake George.

Mr. Lamme says the road is clearly a
town highway, as it has been used as a
public road for more than 10 years, and he
contends it cannot be abandoned because
“a qualified abandonment can only occur
if the County Superintendent of Highways
finds that abandonment would not cause
injustice or hardship to my clients.

“Since Shelving Rock Road is the only
means of land access to my clients’ proper-
ties, the County Superintendent could not
possibly make such a finding.”

Mr. Lamme also argues the Town would
need state approval, since the road runs
through state land and provides access to
state campsites.

Mr. Lamme said that should the Town
Board “somehow succeed” in abandoning
Shelving Rock Road, “the Town would be
facing millions of dollars in damages.”

Mr. Lamme subsequently told The
Chronicle, “I'm in a holding pattern right
now. The Town has done work on the road,
and the Town Board has rescinded the
resolution to cease and desist maintaining
the road. We laid bare our position in the
letter.”

Mrs. Hall did not return a phone call
seeking additional comment.

The town’s attorney, Jeffrey Meyer of the
Glens Falls firm FitzGerald Morris Baker
Firth, declined comment.





